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Happy New Year! Best wishes to everyone for 2021, looking ahead to a year less enclosed! Like
everywhere else we ran events this year online and, while the pandemic rages in Britain, it
looks like we will continue to do so until the summer, including this year’s Adam Smith
Lecture which will be given by Kathleen Thelen (MIT and the Max Planck Institute) on the 21st
of May. We will disseminate information on the lecture closer to the time. In the meantime
we send you a small update on workshops and publications, along with a beautiful,
melancholic, picture of the Glasgow campus in its late autumn colours.
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Work on Demand Online Workshop
On 2 July 2020, the Work on Demand team hosted an online workshop. Participants at the
event included Diamond Ashiagbor (University of Kent), Emily Rose (University of
Strathclyde), Ruth Dukes (University of Glasgow), Gregoris Ioannou (University of
Glasgow), Alessio Bertolini (University of Oxford) and Eleanor Kirk (University of
Glasgow). The authors presented papers on the themes of ‘The Legal Characterisation of
Working Relations’ and ‘Law, Legal Consciousness and Precarious Work’. Around fifty
people tuned in from around the world and papers were followed by lively discussion. A
recording of the event is available on request (ruth.dukes@glasgow.ac.uk )

Law and Critique: Chile’s ‘Constituent Moment’
The first 2020 issue of Law & Critique hosted a
supplement organised by Emilios Christodoulidis
and Marco Goldoni on Chile’s ‘constituent
moment’ – the mobilisation that led to Pinera’s
conceding a referendum, which in turn delivered
the overwhelming demand for a new constituent
assembly.
The supplement included the excellent paper on
the Chilean situation ‘What Constitution?
On Chile’s constitutional awakening’ by Octavio
Ansaldi & María Pardo-Vergara of the Catholic
University of Valparaiso, written while they were
visitors in 2019/20 in Glasgow, and Fernando Atria,
a frequent visitor to Glasgow, professor of Jurisprudence at the University of Chile in
Santiago, author of the ‘Cheating Constitution’.
All papers can be found here:
https://link.springer.com/journal/10978/volumes-and-issues/31-1
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The following is an extract from Emilios Christodoulidis and Marco Goldoni’s introductory
essay:
‘… We were privileged to explore the terrain of this extraordinary constitutional innovation
with the help of constitutional lawyers and theorists who have been witnessing it first hand,
and attempting to make sense of it in terms of a constitutional genealogy, and the current
conjuncture. Octavio Ansaldi and Maria Pardo-Vergara give us an account of the ‘Chilean
awakening’ though a careful reading of Chile’s constitutional history; Ricardo Sanín-Restrepo
and Marinella Machado Araujo warn against theorists’ readiness to categorise and discipline
spontaneous action, especially in the context of the disappearance of the ability of the
societies of the ‘north’ to create new collective perspectives; Fernando Atria offers us a
statement of the political conjuncture from the battleground of strategy; For those of us
engaged observers in the incapacitated societies of the north, it is with attention and humility
that we confront the popular movement that courses through the country, careful not to
over-determine the event (as has happened so often in the past), to let political praxis run its
course, thankful to the Chileans for having initiated for the second time in the last halfcentury a profound process of the renewal of socialism.’
The full text also featured in the Critical Legal Thinking blog, accessible here:
https://criticallegalthinking.com/2020/04/14/law-critique-chiles-constituent-moment/
Look out also for ‘“It is not 30 pesos, it is 30 years”: Reflections on the Chilean Crisis’
Dialogue & Debate, Social & Legal Studies, forthcoming, 2021.

Philosophy and Law online talk with Mark Greenberg (UCLA)
On the 9th of December, the Glasgow Law and Philosophy Network (our cross-disciplinary
spin-off with the School of Philosophy at Glasgow (ttp://www.glasgowlawandphilosophy.com/) was delighted to host a Philosophy and Law online talk with
Mark Greenberg (UCLA) as guest speaker. The event was a pre-read session, with Dr Sam
Chilovi (Pompeu Fabra University) offering a short introduction of the paper, whose
working title was 'Nonbasic Epistemology: Must the Epistemology of a Nonbasic Domain
Track its Metaphysics?’
The event was well-attended by an international crowd and there was lively discussion,
which set the tone for an upbeat farewell to an otherwise difficult year.
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