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Happy New Year! Best wishes to everyone for 2021, looking ahead to a year less enclosed! Like 
everywhere else we ran events this year online and, while the pandemic rages in Britain, it 
looks like we will continue to do so until the summer, including this year’s Adam Smith 
Lecture which will be given by Kathleen Thelen (MIT and the Max Planck Institute) on the 21st 
of May. We will disseminate information on the lecture closer to the time. In the meantime 
we send you a small update on workshops and publications, along with a beautiful, 
melancholic, picture of the Glasgow campus in its late autumn colours.  
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ABOUT US

Glasgow Legal Theory (GLT) was formally set up as a research group in May 2016. Current membership 
includes Emilios Christodoulidis, Ruth Dukes, Lindsay Farmer, Marco Goldoni, Lilian Moncrieff and George Pavlakos.  We have 
been joined this year by Anna Chadwick, post-doctoral fellow.

The activities of the group are driven by the shared research interests in a number of different substantive fields – criminal 
law, public law, labour law, corporate governance, EU and international law – with a special emphasis on the philosophical 
foundations of the law, and the development and application of critical perspectives.  In recent years the work has focused on 
questions of law and political economy, crime and responsibility, national, transnational and international legal orders, and on 
different aspects of constitutionalism: constitutional theory; constituent power; conceptual issues around constitutionalism; the 
labour constitution and the constitution(s) of the EU.

EVENTS October – December 2017

Patricia Mindus (Uppsala) 
‘EU citizenship after Brexit’                     Fri 13 OCT  

Irit Samet (Kings College)  
'The Gatekeeper: On Clean, Soiled and Spattered Hands’ Wed 15 NOV

Charles Woolfson (Linkoping University)
‘The Politics of Brexit’ Tue 23 NOV

Sean Sayers (Philosophy, Kent)      
‘Marx and Justice’                                        Tue 28 NOV

Iain MacKenzie  (Politics, Kent) 
‘Totalizing Institutions, Critique and Resistance’     Fri 8 DEC

NEWS

European funding for a project on the ‘economic sociology of labour law’.

Ruth Dukes has received a major funding award of EUR 1.4 million from the European Research Council (ERC) for a project on 
‘Work on Demand: Contracting for Work in a Changing Economy’. She will be seeking to investigate the ever-evolving nature of 
contracts and contracting behaviour in the world of work – not only contracts of employment, but also those of casual, 
‘zero-hours’, and self-employed workers. A particular point of focus is the emerging ‘gig’ or ‘on demand’ economy, in which 
consumers order a range of services, or delivery of a range of goods, online or via smart phone apps.

The project is motivated by a normative and empirical concern with the continued 
viability of systems of labour law that are protective of workers’ interests. It has a 
strong comparative dimension, and will analyse differences in forms of contract and 
contracting behaviour across jurisdictions and over the course of several decades. With 
the aim of developing a new methodology for the study of work contracts, it will seek to 
synthesise elements of economic sociology, sociology of law, and political economy 
into a new ‘economic sociology of labour law’. 

Ruth will be aiming to recruit 4 doctoral students and two post-doctoral fellows, 
commencing in summer/autumn 2018.
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Work on Demand Online Workshop 
 
On 2 July 2020, the Work on Demand team hosted an online workshop. Participants at the 
event included Diamond Ashiagbor (University of Kent), Emily Rose (University of 
Strathclyde), Ruth Dukes (University of Glasgow), Gregoris Ioannou (University of 
Glasgow), Alessio Bertolini (University of Oxford) and Eleanor Kirk (University of 
Glasgow).  The authors presented papers on the themes of ‘The Legal Characterisation of 
Working Relations’ and ‘Law, Legal Consciousness and Precarious Work’. Around fifty 
people tuned in from around the world and papers were followed by lively discussion. A 
recording of the event is available on request (ruth.dukes@glasgow.ac.uk ) 
 
 
 Law and Critique: Chile’s ‘Constituent Moment’ 
 
The first 2020 issue of Law & Critique hosted a 
supplement organised by Emilios Christodoulidis 
and Marco Goldoni on Chile’s ‘constituent 
moment’ – the mobilisation that led to Pinera’s 
conceding a referendum, which in turn delivered 
the overwhelming demand for a new constituent 
assembly.  
 
The supplement included the excellent paper on 
the Chilean situation ‘What Constitution? 
On Chile’s constitutional awakening’ by Octavio 
Ansaldi & María Pardo-Vergara of the Catholic 
University of Valparaiso, written while they were 
visitors in 2019/20 in Glasgow, and Fernando Atria, 
a frequent visitor to Glasgow, professor of Jurisprudence at the University of Chile in 
Santiago, author of the ‘Cheating Constitution’. 
 
All papers can be found here: 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10978/volumes-and-issues/31-1 
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The following is an extract from Emilios Christodoulidis and Marco Goldoni’s introductory 
essay: 
  
‘… We were privileged to explore the terrain of this extraordinary constitutional innovation 
with the help of constitutional lawyers and theorists who have been witnessing it first hand, 
and attempting to make sense of it in terms of a constitutional genealogy, and the current 
conjuncture. Octavio Ansaldi and Maria Pardo-Vergara give us an account of the ‘Chilean 
awakening’ though a careful reading of Chile’s constitutional history; Ricardo Sanín-Restrepo 
and Marinella Machado Araujo warn against theorists’ readiness to categorise and discipline 
spontaneous action, especially in the context of the disappearance of the ability of the 
societies of the ‘north’ to create new collective perspectives; Fernando Atria offers us a 
statement of the political conjuncture from the battleground of strategy;   For those of us 
engaged observers in the incapacitated societies of the north, it is with attention and humility 
that we confront the popular movement that courses through the country, careful not to 
over-determine the event (as has happened so often in the past), to let political praxis run its 
course, thankful to the Chileans for having initiated for the second time in the last half-
century a profound process of the renewal of socialism.’  
 
The full text also featured in the Critical Legal Thinking blog, accessible here: 
https://criticallegalthinking.com/2020/04/14/law-critique-chiles-constituent-moment/ 
  
Look out also for ‘“It is not 30 pesos, it is 30 years”: Reflections on the Chilean Crisis’ 
Dialogue & Debate, Social & Legal Studies, forthcoming, 2021. 
 
Philosophy and Law online talk with Mark Greenberg (UCLA) 
 
On the 9th of December, the Glasgow Law and Philosophy Network (our cross-disciplinary 
spin-off with the School of Philosophy at Glasgow (ttp://www.glasgow-
lawandphilosophy.com/) was delighted to host a Philosophy and Law online talk with 
Mark Greenberg (UCLA) as guest speaker. The event was a pre-read session, with Dr Sam 
Chilovi (Pompeu Fabra University) offering a short introduction of the paper, whose 
working title was 'Nonbasic Epistemology: Must the Epistemology of a Nonbasic Domain 
Track its Metaphysics?’ 
 
The event was well-attended by an international crowd and there was lively discussion, 
which set the tone for an upbeat farewell to an otherwise difficult year. 
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Publications 
 
Christodoulidis, Emilios (2020) ‘The Myth of Democratic Governance’  in Poul Kjaer 
(ed) The Law of Political Economy. Cambridge University Press  
  
Christodoulidis, Emilios (2020) The ILO and the new ‘common sense’: reflections on a 
centenary in the European Yearbook of International Economic Law   
  
Christodoulidis, Emilios (2020) Simone Weil’s Poem of Force and the Meaning of 
Courage, in Samantha Besson and Samuel Jubé, (eds)  Concerter les Civilisations. Paris: 
Seuil  
 
Dukes, Ruth and Wolfgang Streeck. (2020) ‘Labour constitutions and occupational 
communities: social norms and legal norms at work’. Journal of Law and Society, 47(4), 
pp. 612-638.  
  
Dukes, Ruth and Wolfgang Streeck. (2020) ‘From Industrial Citizenship to Private 
Ordering? Contract, Status, and the Question of Consent’. MPIfG Discussion Paper20/13.  
  
Dukes, Ruth. (2020) ‘Regulating Gigs’. Modern Law Review, 83(1), pp. 217-228. 
  
Dukes, Ruth (2020) ‘The liberal socialist tradition in UK labour law’. In: Bogg, A., 
Rowbottom, J. and Young, A.L. (eds.) The Constitution of Social Democracy. Hart 
Publishing.  
  
Dukes, Ruth (2020) ‘The Politics of Method in the Field of Labour Law’. Work on Demand 
Working Papers 
  
Bogg, Alan and Dukes, Ruth (2020) ‘Statutory interpretation and the limits of a human 
rights approach: Royal Mail Group Ltd v Communication Workers Union’. Industrial Law 
Journal, 49(3), pp. 477-492. 
  
Goldoni, Marco and Wilkinson, M. A. (2020) La Constitución material. Revista de Estudios 
Políticos, 187, pp. 13-42. 
 
Goldoni, Marco (ed) (2020)  Costantino Mortati. La teoria del potere costituente, 
Quodlibet, Macerata. 
 
Goldoni, Marco and Croce, M (2020) The Legacy of Pluralism, Stanford University Press, 
Stanford. 
 
Farmer, Lindsay (2020) Crime and Punishment. Criminal Law and Philosophy, 14(2), pp. 
289-298.  
 
Farmer, Lindsay (2020) Civil order, markets, and the intelligibility of the criminal 
law. University of Toronto Law Journal, 70(S1), pp. 123-140.  
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Marzal, Toni. (2020) Making sense of the use of proportionality in the 
Bunderverfassunsgericht’s PSPP decision. Revue des Affaires Europeennes, 2020(2), pp. 
441-452. 
 
Marzal, Toni “Is the BVerfG PSPP decision “simply not comprehensible”?: A critique of 
the judgment’s reasoning on proportionality”, Verfassungsblog, 9 May 2020 
2020, https://verfassungsblog.de/is-the-bverfg-pspp-decision-simply-not-comprehensible/ 
 
Marzal, Toni  in Jacques Sapir’s Russeurope Express podcast on the German Constitutional 
Court’s decision on the legality of the PSPP programme of the European Central Bank. 
May 2020. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rotfc8o1vwY 
 
Moncrieff, Lilian (2020) In the Air of the Natural History Museum: On Corporate 
Entanglement and Responsibility in Uncontained Times. Law and Critique 31, 253–273 
 
Pavlakos, George (2020) Redrawing the legal relation. In: Fabra-Zamora, J. 
L. (ed.) Jurisprudence in a Globalized World. Edward Elgar, pp. 174-195. 
 
 
 
 


